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Luisa the Fantastic

Luisa loves to play football, however her male friends do not want her
to join the team. Will she give up easily? Let’s read together to find out
how she overcomes this challenge.

                             2 / 17



 

                             3 / 17



 

 
Luisa the Fantastic
Ross Merry da Gloria
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Luisa is a girl who loves football and adventures.
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On the 20th of May, her village celebrated Independence Day by
organizing numerous games for the community.
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After hearing about a football game, Luisa decided she wanted to play.
However, her male friends did not want her to play because they said
that she is a girl and not strong like them.
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Luisa wanted to prove that she can do it.
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“You cannot play. It is only for boys. You will easily fall” said Alinu to
Luisa.
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Luisa replied, “Why do you not let me play? Are you afraid of seeing me
win?” Alinu felt ashamed, so he let Luisa play with them.
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The game started, Luisa played well and made a goal. Alinu was
surprised!
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Luisa continued to score one more goal, while Alinu felt tired and
wanted to rest.
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Finally, Luisa and her friends won the game. Alinu, who was assisting
the game, with disappointment said to Luisa “You played better than
the boys.” His friends added, “Because this game is not created for us,
boys only. This game is for everyone.”
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Luisa felt happy that she could show off her talents. When she gets
older, she is going to play football and represent Timor-Leste.
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Children need books with characters, themes, and settings that reflect
and affirm their lives and provide opportunities to explore the world.
The Asia Foundation’s Let’s Read initiative builds networks of book
creators and translators to develop an unprecedented digital library of
local language children’s books that provides meaningful reading
opportunities. The Let’s Read storybook platform is accessible at:
https://letsreadasia.org/Let’s Read in Timor-Leste provides children the
opportunity to fall in love with reading and improve literacy levels. The
Asia Foundation in Timor-Leste collaborates with Timorese book
creators and translators, and the Ministry of Education to develop local
stories with positive messages and distribute books to children in rural
areas. Our partnership with Timor Telecom enables Timor Telecom
mobile customers to read books free of data charges on the #Let’sRead
at: the link https://single.letsreadasia.org
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Brought to you by
Let's Read is an initiative of The Asia Foundation's Books for Asia
program that fosters young readers in Asia and the Pacific.
booksforasia.org To read more books like this and get further
information, visit letsreadasia.org.
Original Story Luisa Fantástiku (Luisa the Fantastic), Author: Ross Merry
da Gloria. Illustrator: Zezinha Piedade. Published by The Asia
Foundation - Let's Read, https://www.letsreadasia.org/ © The Asia
Foundation - Let's Read. Released under CC-BY-NC-4.0.
This work is a modified version of the original story. © The Asia
Foundation, 2021. Some rights reserved. Released under CC-BY-NC-4.0.
For full terms of use and attribution,
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
Contributing translators: Jody Roy
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