
 

 

 

Our Friend John

John cannot walk and talk like others in the class. But the children learn
from John, and we can too.
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In our class John is different. John cannot walk like us.
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He cannot talk like us.
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John can talk with his hands. So we learn to talk with our hands.
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Now we can talk with John. We are friends.
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Here are things you can say using your hands. Hello
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Goodbye

                             8 / 17



 

  
Nice to meet you
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Yes
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Please
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Thanks
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Comprehension Questions 1. How is John different from the other
children in the class? 2. How might John feel watching the children play?
3. Can John join in when the children talk together? 4. How does John
talk? 5. What will happen if the children also lean to talk with their
hands? 6. How will this make John feel? 7. What happens when John and
the other children can talk together? 8. John cannot walk or talk but is
he really different to the other children? 9. What words can you say
using your hands? 10 . How should we treat people with a disability?
Activity Draw a picture of children – abled and disabled – all playing
together.
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Bilum Books publishes quality educational resources for schools in
Papua New Guinea. Our publishing priority is literacy. Our commitment
is to help raise the standards by producing quality books at reasonable
prices and in line with the PNG Department of Education Syllabus. Bilum
Books runs teacher-training workshops to assist the professional
development of Elementary teachers, in particular.Visit our website:
www.bilumbooks.com or facebook
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This product is made possible through the support of the All Children
Reading: A Grand Challenge for Development (ACR GCD) Founding
Partners (the United States Agency for International Development
[USAID], World Vision, and the Australian Government) in collaboration
with the Global Book Alliance. It was prepared by The Asia Foundation
and does not necessarily reflect the views of the ACR GCD Founding
Partners or the Global Book Alliance. Any adaptation or translation of
this work should not be considered an official ACR GCD translation, and
ACR GCD shall not be liable for any content or errors in this translation.
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Brought to you by
Let's Read is an initiative of The Asia Foundation's Books for Asia
program that fosters young readers in Asia and the Pacific.
booksforasia.org To read more books like this and get further
information, visit letsreadasia.org.
Original Story Our Friend John, Author: Tandi Jackson. Illustrator:
Michael Mape. Published by Bilum Books, http://bilumbooks.com ©
Bilum Books. Released under CC BY 4.0.
This work is a modified version of the original story. © The Asia
Foundation, 2021. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0.
For full terms of use and attribution,
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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