
      [image: A man sits on top of a table with wide eyes, an open mouth, and sweat coming off his head. He kicks his foot toward a snake that has crawled onto the table. Food spills onto the floor where two mice eat a bag of rice.]
    
Papa and the Snake
Tandi Jackson

      [image: A man crawls onto a ledge with his arms and legs wrapped around a pole. He looks in fear at a snake that sits on a straw mat and is surrounded by the man's tea pot, tea cup, bag, and food.]
    
One day Papa was sitting at home. "Help!" said Papa. "I see a snake!"

      [image: A man sits on top of a table with wide eyes, an open mouth, and sweat coming off his head. He kicks his foot toward a snake that has crawled onto the table. Food spills onto the floor where two mice eat a bag of rice.]
    
Papa got on top of the table. The snake got on top of the table too.

      [image: The table flips on its side. The man, snake, plate of food hit the ground. The tea cup breaks. The mice run away.]
    
Papa fell down from the table. The snake fell down from the table too.

      [image: The man shouts and crawls out of the house as the snake leaps forward. The mouse runs. A cat jumps straight in the air. A chicken cries and flaps its wing.]
    
Papa went out of the house. The snake went out of the house too.

      [image: The man peeks out of a car window with big wide eyes. A cat watches cautiously. A bird points at the car where the snake's tail hangs from the rear passenger window.]
    
Papa got into the car. The snake got into the car too.

      [image: The man shouts, grabs his head, and jumps away from the snake. The snake crawls out of the open door of the car.]
    
Papa got out of the car. The snake got out of the car too.

      [image: The man hangs from the tallest branch of a tree. The tree branch begins to crack. The snake looks at the man from the trunk of the tree. Two birds and a cat watch.]
    
Papa climbed up a tree. The snake climbed up a tree too.

      [image: The man runs towards the house with his teeth clenched. The snake crawls on the ground. The birds fly above the man.]
    
Papa jumped down. The snake jumped down too.

      [image: The man jumps and hits his face against the side of the house. The snake crawls closer. The cat rolls over laughing at the man.]
    
Papa went back to the house. He got an axe.

      [image: The man jumps up and swings the axe and breaks the wood floor of the house. His eyes are sharp and steam comes off his head. The snake and the chicken jump out of the way.]
    
"Oh, oh," said the snake. "I’m out of here… now!"

      [image: A leg is wrapped with a bandage from the arch of the foot to the calf.]
    
Snake bite What to do if you are bitten by a snake Step 1.  Wrap a bandage around the bite. Start from the fingers or toes. Keep bandaging as far as you can reach.

      [image: A person lays down with one leg wrapped with a bandage and splint.]
    
Step 2.  Put a splint (a long stick) on the arm of leg. The splint will keep the arm or leg still. This will slow the spreading of the snake venom through the body.

      [image: A man sits on a box and calls for help on his phone. He holds extra bandage in the other hand. One leg is bandaged and raised up on a box.]
    
Step 3.  Wait for help or carry the person to help.

      [image: A man stands with his arms raised and wide eyes. His whole body is wrapped with a bandage like a mummy.]
    
What NOT to do if you are bitten by a snake Do not cut or wash the bite. Do not try to suck the venom out of the wound. Do not try to catch the snake.

      [image: The man shouts, grabs his head, and jumps away from the snake. The snake crawls out of the open door of the car.]
    
Comprehension Questions 1. What did Papa see on the veranda? 2. How did he feel? How do you know? 3. Why did Papa get on top of the table? 4. What did the snake do? 5. What happened when Papa got into the car? 6. Why did Papa climb up a tree? 7. What did Papa get from the house? Why? 8. Why did the snake go away? 9. What would you do if you saw a snake? Why? 10 .What should you do if someone is bitten by a snake? Activity Draw a funny picture of an animal chasing you!
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