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      [image: Three girls are standing behind a desk in a room full of people. There are various science models on the table. There is a poster of the solar system on the wall behind the girls. ]
    
At the science fair, a visitor asked Tanushi, "Little scientist, what did you make?" Tanushi froze, too nervous to answer. No words came out of her mouth. She stammered, "Uh... Ah... We..."Maureen hurriedly said, "We made the solar system."Their new classmate Jisha said, "What's the big deal? There's nothing to make. In my old school I made electricity from potatoes, a periscope with mirrors, a volcano that erupted, and so much more."

      [image: The girl is surrounded by different versions of herself. One is holding chemical test tubes. One is kicking the air in a martial arts uniform. One is running after a ball in a sports uniform. ]
    
Although upset by Jisha's words, Maureen and Nishat described their project to the audience. They didn't win an award. However, they did get a certificate for participating.

      [image: Nishat and Maurin are talking to each other. Two desks are empty behind them. Tanushi is sitting in the back. She has short curly hair and is wearing glasses]
    
The next day Tanushi came to the class and saw Nishat and Maurin whispering and laughing. Tanushi asked, "What's going on?" Nishat answered, "I just had a great idea, you'll see what happens in social studies class today." Nishat and Maureen always did fun things in class. Tanushi always wanted to join in on their plans, but never did because she was afraid of getting caught. Tanushi was very fond of adventure. However, the most risky things she had ever done were skip gym class to read stories and fall asleep in class due to a fever. Although these weren't adventures, she saw them as such.

      [image: There are two lovebirds flying in a classroom. One is yellow and the other is green. There is a woman standing in front of the blackboard pointing at the birds.]
    
In social studies class, two lovebirds flew into the class. Seeing this, everyone got up and started making a lot of noise. The kids were very happy but the teacher was quite annoyed. She opened the window and after struggling a lot finally got the birds out.

      [image: The teacher is holding a stick in her left hand. She is wearing glasses and has an angry expression on her face. ]
    
The teacher asked, "Where did the birds come from?" The students responded, "We don't know. Maybe they flew in through the window." The teacher looked at Nishat and Maureen, but she didn't say anything.

      [image: Jisha is crouching. In one hand, she is holding a sandwich and the other hand is on her stomach. She is trying to speak.]
    
After class Tanushi said, "If you got caught today, you would've been sent straight to the monster's cave!" They called the principal's office the monster's cave. Once you enter that room, there's no escape. Nishat replied, "Why are you always so scared? This is why we don't include you in our plans, you'll ruin all of them out of fear." Having overheard their conversation, Jisha came over and said, "If you thought today's prank was funny you haven't seen anything yet. If you want real fun, follow my lead." Ignoring her, Nishat, Maurin, and Tanushi walked away and talked quietly amongst themselves. One day during their lunch period, Tanushi invited Jisha to eat with them. They took out some sandwiches and gave one to Jisha. She took a big bite and the other three stared at her eagerly. Suddenly Jisha's face started turning red and she started breathing heavily. The other three were scared stiff. Jisha said with great difficulty. "Pepper…allergy."

      [image: There is a large image of a Jisha with hands in two fists. In front of that, three schoolgirls are standing with their arms in front of themselves.]
    
Tanushi immediately ran to the school building and brought back the school doctor. The doctor quickly took Jisha to her office. News quickly spread that Jisha had suddenly fallen ill after eating chili peppers, and Tanushi had gotten the doctor while Nishat and Maureen helped Jisha. Everyone applauded the three of them, but they all remained silent. None of them dared to tell the real story. After a while news came that Jisha was doing well, and her mother had taken her home. The next day Tanushi, Nishat, and Maureen came to class and saw Jisha sitting there in a serious mood. Everyone asked her so many questions and she just kept saying she was alright. The principal called Jisha to her office to find out more about the previous day's incident. Tanushi, Maureen, and Nishat's blood froze. Jisha would tell the principal everything. Today, they wouldn't be able to escape from the monster's cave.Jisha came back. Then the three of them were called to the principal's office. All at once their classmates called out, "What did you do? Did you give that chili pepper to Jisha? You're in so much trouble. The monster will swallow you."

      [image: Three schoolgirls are standing. One has her arms on her waist. One has her arms in the air. The one in the middle is holding a piece of paper in the air. ]
    
They came back to class holding a piece of paper.“What is it? What happened? ” everyone asked. The teacher looked at the papers in their hands and said, "They received a Science Fair certificate. Everyone clap for them. The rest of you will participate next time.” Tanushi, Nishat, and Maureen were so surprised that Jisha didn't say anything to the principal. During lunch they apologized to Jisha for yesterday's incident and asked, "Why didn't you tell the principal what we did to you yesterday?" Jisha said jokingly, "If I told on you, the principal would punish you. Then who would I take revenge on?" In a more serious tone she explained, "I have to change schools often because of my father's job. No one in my new class ever wants to be friends with me. They try to annoy me. So I act in such a way that no one bothers." Maureenn asked, "Will you be our friend? Jisha responded, "Of course, but today you have to try the lunch I brought." "Of course," Tanushi, Maureen, and Nishat say in unison.

      [image: Jisha is holding an open lunchbox. In the lunch box, there is food on one side and five chili peppers on the other.]
    
Jisha opened her lunchbox and Tanushi, Maureen, and Nishat frowned. There were five raw chili peppers in the box. Jisha picked up a chili and began to eat it. Jisha smiled, "What did I tell you? Learn how to play pranks from me!" What do you think, readers? Tanushi's adventures don't end here. It's just the beginning!
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