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      [image: A girl steps out of her bed with a mosquito net and puts on her slippers. Her mother pounds the wooden pestle in their yard surrounded by chickens.]
    
DHUBB! Khhhh! DHUBB! Khhhh! DHUBB! Khhhh!One morning, Nhây woke up to the lively beating sound of a pestle banging against a mortar.

      [image: Nhay hugs her mother around the waist and smiles. Her mother holds the pestle with one hand and puts her other arm around Nhay's head.]
    
"Ah," she thought. "Mum is making green rice!"

      [image: Nhay's father wears a bandana on his head. He ties strings to a pole as Nhay hands fern leaves to him.]
    
Father says, "Today is the Ok Om Bok festival, don’t you remember? Granny and Grandpa are arriving soon."

      [image: Nhay runs to meet her grandparents. Her grandmother carries sugar cane and a basket of fruit on her head. Her grandfather walks with a cane.]
    
Now it's afternoon. Nhây runs to meet her grandparents. "What have you bought from the market?" she asks eagerly.

      [image: Nhay holds a large fruit to her head and smiles with her cat watching. Her grandmother sits nearby with the fruit basket on her lap.]
    
Grandmother shows Nhây the special food in her basket. "I bought these for the Ok Om Bok offerings," Granny says.

      [image: The grandmother holds Nhay's head and looks down at her lovingly. The grandfather and father work to build an alter for the festival.]
    
Nhây asks her grandfather, "Why do we celebrate Ok Om Bok, Grandpa?"

      [image: Nhay holds a palm leaf and her grandfather's hand. They look across the horizon to see fields of farmland, palm trees, and fruit trees.]
    
Grandpa explains gently, "For the Ok Om Bok festival, we make offerings to the Gods and thank them for favourable weather and bountiful crops. Everyone eats today, everyone is fulfilled."

      [image: Nhay holds the palm leaf in her hand and plays with her cat. Her family prepares for the festival in their yard by making food and decorations.]
    
"I want to help, too!" Nhây says. "I'll get some flowers for the village gate."

      [image: Nhay carries a plate filled with green rice to the table filled with sweets, fruits, and festival food. Behind the table hang flowers and leaves.]
    
That evening, the family gathers around the table full of offerings. Nhây fixes her eyes on the green rice dish.

      [image: Flowers and leaves hang from string as decorations for the festival.]
    
Mum asks, "Nhây, do you remember how to make this delicious green rice?"

      [image: Nhay wears a scarf around her head as she harvests green rice stalks from the field.]
    
First, we must select the best rice kernels.

      [image: First, Nhay sits in front of a cast iron pot and stirs the rice. Then, she pounds the rice with the mortar and pestle surrounded by chickens.]
    
Second, we roast them over straw fire until they soften. Last, we pound them with a mortar and pestle.

      [image: Nhay sifts the rice. Next to her is a coconut cut in half, a small mound of sugar, and a big plate of green rice.]
    
Fourth, we remove all the husk. Fifth, we mix the rest with fine sugar and coconut shavings. "Now I remember, Mum!" says Nhây.

      [image: The family gathers in front of the table filled with delicious offerings to pray. The decorations of flowers and greenery hang from the ceiling.]
    
At last, the Ok Om Bok festival begins!

      [image: The father holds Nhay as her grandfather touches her face and smiles at her. Her mother carries a plate of green rice. The family is happy.]
    
Grandpa asks Nhây, "What do you wish for?" "I wish that my family has lots of love and good health," says Nhây. "And lots of green rice to eat!"

      [image: The family walks outside to watch paper lanterns float into the night sky. Nhay sits on her father's shoulders. She smiles and holds a few flowers.]
    
The family hears an excited cry from the street. "Wind lanterns! The wind lanterns are coming!" Nhây and her family step outside. The sky is filled with lanterns floating like flowers in the wind. It is the perfect ending to the Ok Om Bok festival.

      [image: Paper lanterns with candles inside float up into the night sky.]
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