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Once upon a time, in the flat delta land of Bangladesh, through which the Himalayan rivers flow, there lived a Supergirl who dreamt of going to the top of the world.
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Nishat Mazumder was a happy, active girl. She loved to play outside and to climb things, even when some people said, 'A girl should stay out of the sun' or, 'A girl should not run too much.' But Nishat answered, 'A girl should be able to do everything!'
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Nishat’s first expedition was to the peak of Keokradong, the highest point of Bangladesh. She enjoyed the hike so much that she wanted to continue climbing higher. Next, after months of training, she set out to explore the Himalayan Mountain Range. But her ultimate goal was the top of the world—the peak of Mount Everest.
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The journey to the top of Everest was not easy. It took 40 days, during which Nishat and her team had to climb in extreme cold and snowfall. Every day, they faced many dangers and had several accidents along the way. Once, an avalanche swept Nishat away from her team, almost killing her. But she kept going, her eyes fixed on the summit.
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On 19 May, 2012, Nishat Mazumder reached the peak of Everest, becoming the first woman to fly the Bangladesh flag on top of the world! Nishat continues to be a curious globe trekker and explorer; she is always ready to share her adventures and to inspire other girls and boys to aim high.


      [image: ]
    
This inspiring story is part of the HerStories collection originally created by the HerStory Foundation and adapted into individual books in collaboration with The Asia Foundation’s Let’s Read initiative. For more information about HerStory, please visitwww.herstorybd.org
Brought to you by
Let's Read is an initiative of The Asia Foundation's Books for Asia program that fosters young readers in Asia and the Pacific. booksforasia.org To read more books like this and get further information, visit letsreadasia.org. 
Original Story পর্বতারোহী - নিশাত মজুমদার (The Summiteer: Nishat Mazumder),  Author: HerStory Foundation.  Illustrator: Tabassum Salma Islam.  Published by ,  https://www.letsreadasia.org  © .  Released under CC-BY-NC-4.0. 
 This work is a modified version of the original story. © The Asia Foundation, 2020. Some rights reserved. Released under CC-BY-NC-4.0. 
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 Contributing translators: Eric Langendorff 
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