
      [image: A male and female bird sit on a tree branch. The male bird has big bright tail feathers, large wings, and a multi-colored head. The female bird is smaller and is one color.]
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      [image: An eagle flies with its wings spread wide. It has a sharp beak and long talons.]
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      [image: A dragon fly has a long, thin body, small head, and four large wings. A flying fish has a long body that is shaped like an airplane.]
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      [image: A parrot is small with brightly colored feathers and a short curved beak that points down. A hornbill is big and has a long beak that comes to a point.]
    
in^ {F g~T /F /(# rY /&^ {^ w$1 3p&# -c$,B 3p&# -c$, i# yp^ /&^ >, 'G sR g-[GB g~T /&^ m@O sR :o&K -x~@O ;=' /&^ g-[GH


      [image: A platypus swims in the water with a broad body and flat tail that are covered with fur.]
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      [image: A bird stands on a tree branch above a nest with four eggs. The bird protects the nest with a warning look.]
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      [image: A snake with spots and a long forked tongue wraps around three eggs. A baby tortoise pops its head and arms out from the top of its shell as it is born.]
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      [image: A bird of paradise sits on a tree branch and sings. It has two tail feathers that loop into tight curls.]
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      [image: A ladybug crawls on the top of a leaf. It has a round shell with spots. A butterfly stands on a branch. It has big spotted wings.]
    
No. Beetles, ladybugs, butterflies and fish have bright colours.

      [image: An eagle has a large, muscular body with a short, pointed beak. A seagull is smaller and has a round head with a short, flat beak.]
    
This eagle and seagull have sharp eyes. Are birds the only animals with sharp eyes?

      [image: A cat has a round head, small pointed ears, and bright eyes. A crocodile has hard scaled skin, a long pointed snout, sharp teeth, and beady eyes.]
    
No. Many animals, such as cats and crocodiles, have sharp eyes.

      [image: A cassowary has thin legs, short wings and body, and a hard crown on the top of its head. An owl has a small body and long wings. It has circles around its eyes.]
    
This cassowary and owl have sharp claws. Are birds the only animals with sharp claws?

      [image: A cuscus has a small round body. It grabs a thin tree branch with its four feet and long thin tail. A kangaroo stands on its two long padded feet. It has a tail and two short arms.]
    
No. Cuscus, kangaroos and many other animals have sharp claws.

      [image: A male and female bird sit on a tree branch. The male bird has big bright tail feathers, large wings, and a multi-colored head. The female bird is smaller and is one color.]
    
What makes birds different from other animals? Birds are the only animals with feathers.

      [image: An eagle and owl fly. A bird protects its nest. A bird of paradise sings. A parrot has a short beak. A cassowary stands with a crown on its head.]
    
Feathers are very useful. • They keep the bird warm. • They help the bird fly. • Tail feathers help the bird to steer. • The colour of their feathers helps birds to hide. • The colour of their feathers also helps birds to find a mate.

      [image: A bird stands on a tree branch above a nest with four eggs. The bird protects the nest with a warning look.]
    
Comprehension Questions 1. Are birds the only animals that have wings? 2. What other animals have wings? 3. Are birds the only animals what lay eggs? 4. What other animals lay eggs? 5. Which PNG birds and insects are brightly coloured? 6. Why do animals need sharp eyes? 7. Why do birds and some other animals need sharp claws? 8. What makes birds different from other animals? 9. In what ways are feathers useful? 10 .Would you like to be a bird? Why? Activity Draw your favourite bird.
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