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 Amma had just begun to make some halwa for Samira’s birthday when she found that there was no sooji.






 “Will you please run down to that shop and buy some sooji, dear?” said Amma pointing to the shop at the corner of the street, and gave her some money.




 




 




 “Here are twelve rupees. Ask for half a kilo of sooji. Take Mouchak with you, and don’t talk to any strangers on the way,” she said.



 “And don’t go climbing trees,” she added as Samira set out with Mouchak to buy half a kilo of sooji.






 It was a pleasant February day. Samira sang, “Tra la la la la,” as she skipped along.






 “Woof! Woof!” said Mouchak friskily.




 They had just reached the corner when Samira saw a butterfly.



 “Oh! How lovely ! Let us try and catch it,” she said, and both of them ran after the butterfly.




 It went and sat on a baramasi flower, but away it flew exactly when Samira reached out to it. “Oh, oh !” she said sadly, then remembered that it wasn’t right to catch butterflies anyway. They should be free.




 A brown cat with grey stripes ran across and Mouchak began to chase it, saying, “Bow wow, bow wow wow !” And behind Mouchak ran Samira, breathless. The brown-and-grey cat leapt over a wall and disappeared. Mouchak and Samira stopped, looked at each other and laughed.




 




 




 




 




 




 




 Then Samira saw a chandni bush. ‘Aren’t the flowers like stars in the night sky? How happy Amma will be to have them,’ she thought, and plucked a lot of chandni flowers.




 




 Mouchak sniffed at them and turned away. He had found something more exciting ahead!






 “Hey, where are you off to?” asked Samira, but all she got was, “Woof, woof, woof,” as Mouchak bounded off joyfully. He had found a bone and he held it out proudly to Samira. Wasn’t that nice?




 




 They had reached a great simal tree a-twitter with parrots and bulbuls. The ground below was carpeted with hundreds of rich scarlet flowers. Delighted, Samira filled her pinafore with the waxy blossoms. Her arms full of flowers, she looked up and realized that she didn't know where she was.




 She looked right and she looked left, she looked ahead and she turned on her heel, but everything was new. Samira was lost. She sat down on the pavement and began to cry, “I want to go home. I want Amma.”






 Mouchak ran up and down and said, “Woof! Woof,” which meant, “Don’t worry,” but Samira didn’t understand and kept crying.




 Then Mouchak pulled at her dress saying, “Bow bow,” (which meant “Come, come,”) till at last she looked up and dabbed her eyes. Off they both went then, Samira sniffing a little and dropping half her flowers.




 She ran behind Mouchak, turning left and turning right, up one street and down another, and soon they were home. Amma was standing at the gate, looking up and down anxiously. “Where have you been?” she asked, looking at Samira’s tear-stained face.




 And Samira told Amma how she had got lost and how Mouchak had brought her home. “Good dog,” said Amma, and gave him a nice big biscuit as Mouchak buried his bone in the garden.




 Just then, Samira remembered that she was clutching a bunch of flowers in her hand. “Oh, Amma, these are for you,” she held out the chandni flowers. One simal blossom was sticking out of her pocket too.






 “These are lovely !” said Amma. “Thank you so much. But where is the sooji?”






 Amma is going to make kheer now as there is no sooji for the halwa. Samira loves kheer too. And isn’t Mouchak lucky? He’ll have a huge bowl of kheer in the evening with his juicy bone.
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 Samira Goes Shopping
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 Join Samira and Mouchak on their unusual shopping trip!



 This is a Level 2 book for children who recognize familiar words and can read new words with help.
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