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Odongo and Apiyo lived in the city with their father. They looked forward to the holidays. Not only because school was closed, but because they went to visit their grandmother. She lived in a fishing village near a large lake.



Odongo and Apiyo were excited because it was time to visit their grandmother again. They packed their bags and got ready for their long journey the next day. They could not sleep and talked about the holiday the whole night.



Early the next morning, they left for the village in their father's car. They drove past mountains, wild animals, and tea plantations. They counted cars and sang songs.



After a while, the children were tired and fell asleep.



Father woke up Odongo and Apiyo as they arrived in the village. They found Nyar-Kanyada, their grandmother, resting on a mat under a tree. In their language, Nyar-Kanyada means "daughter of the people of Kanyada." She was a strong and beautiful woman.



Nyar-Kanyada welcomed them into the house. She danced around the room singing with joy. Her grandchildren were excited to give her the presents they brought from the city. "First open my gift," said Odongo. "No, my gift first!" said Apiyo.



After she opened the presents, Nyar-Kanyada blessed her grandchildren in a traditional way.



Then Odongo and Apiyo went outside. They chased butterflies and birds.



They climbed trees and splashed in the water of the lake.



When it was dark they returned to the house for dinner. Before they could finish eating, they were falling asleep!



The next day, the children's father drove back to the city leaving them with Nyar-Kanyada.



Odongo and Apiyo helped their grandmother with household chores. They fetched water and firewood. They collected eggs from the chickens and picked vegetables from the garden.



Nyar-Kanyada taught her grandchildren to make soft ugali to eat with stew. She showed them how to make coconut rice to eat with roast fish.



One morning, Odongo took his grandmother's cows to graze. They ran onto a neighbour's farm. The farmer was angry with Odongo. He threatened to keep the cows for eating his crops. After that day, the boy made sure that the cows did not get into trouble again.



On another day, the children went to the market place with Nyar-Kanyada. She had a stall selling vegetables, sugar and soap. Apiyo liked to tell customers the price of items. Odongo would pack the items that customers bought.



At the end of the day they drank chai tea together. They helped grandmother to count the money she earned.



But too soon the holidays were over. The children had to go back to the city. Nyar-Kanyada gave Odongo a cap and Apiyo a sweater. She packed food for their journey.



When their father came to fetch them,  they did not want to leave. The children begged Nyar-Kanyada to go with them to the city. She smiled and said, "I am too old for the city. I will be waiting for you to visit me again."



Odongo and Apiyo both hugged her tightly, and said goodbye.



When Odongo and Apiyo went back to school they told their friends about life in the village.  Some children felt that life in the city was good. Others felt that the village was better. But most of all, everyone agreed that Odongo and Apiyo had a wonderful grandmother!
You are free to download, copy, translate or adapt this story and use the illustrations as long as you attribute in the following way:
Violet Otieno

 Author -

Violet Otieno



 Illustration -

Catherine Groenewald



 Language -

English



 Level -

First paragraphs
© African Storybook Initiative 2015


Creative Commons: Attribution 4.0


Source
www.africanstorybook.org








content/629e56d3d5b653e7b69decb5ce8abc3c.jpg





content/818c54390affd43d6b63b97d34083e8f.jpg





content/9b1f61adf29ef4262d76b333deed110a.jpg





content/509669d676697a1d984b29e4b057d475.jpg





content/ac6e6d9b81bd031af9d155ad581f0212.jpg





content/51a328cf44d0753992b35433b09a04ce.jpg





content/4d3d10e445c4e13dd2c9ad76cf7e1134.jpg





content/ae50ad2e4ae04ee5e30c9e099221ae0b.jpg





content/aef78e6eafeb649184bfccaf54fca950.jpg





content/b05ecc1c18eb82dd065f09f48f02e76d.png
Salice @





content/b5ed649cca3b12febcac1a79cb65789d.jpg





content/ff2e29b4e0e6d1d132da732f2c10a4b2.jpg





content/3ff226f4cc0bdad480bbfa8bea945d13.jpg
Holidays With
Grandmother

Violet Otieno

Catherine Groenewald

English





content/22b9b942b1d7dac1ec5d7785214d5a0d.jpg





content/91db7f04cdfdee447de0bd7064c4cdd5.jpg





content/4f185a9c90eda89b65f66f20a57495a6.jpg





content/30dbb6bcb4b11714363a6f64e3ecf881.jpg





content/7d1bde74716a5766c3f6a04349685b59.jpg





content/0e3092caa488d94d313660efea502c08.png
African V

Storybook org





content/b2c797de5197a88c7ee109ff1eb38eb1.jpg





content/7821c5ba901e6387cb5fb59f498c2ef0.jpg





content/8c9284298d29b603b4817141fb69ae3b.jpg





content/95ca3dbaec0d3a768a3521d3cebdc52a.jpg





